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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 4186 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OTRA, OVID (SIMON, WILLIAM E.) IN 
SUB J : SECRETARY SIMON'S VISIT TO INDIA 

REF: (A) STATE 062420 (B) STATE 063779 

1. WE HAVE DISCUSSED SECRETARY SIMON'S VISIT TO INDIA WITH GOI 
OFFICIALS WHO HAVE WELCOMED THE SECRETARY'S DECISION TO MAKE 
TO TRIP. 

2. SECRETARY’S SCHDULE CONTAINED REF (B) LOOKS FINE. AS SPELLED 
OUT IN MORE DETAIL BELOW, WE ARE PROCEEDING WITH ADMINISTRATIVE 
ARRANGEMENTS CONCERNING HOTELS, SPEECHES, ETC., AND PERCEIVE NO 
PROBLEMS EXCEPT AS NOTED BELOW. 

(A) WE ARE BOOKING 30 DOUBLE ROOMS AT ASHOKA HOTEL AS 
REQUESTED PARA 7, REF (A). HOWEVER, SINCE ASHOKA HOTEL CHARGES 
FULL RATE FOR DOUBLE ROOM REGARDLESS OF WHETHER IT IS OCCUPIED 
BY ONE OR TWO PERSONS IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE RECEIVE A LIST 

OF SECRETARY SIMON S PARTY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO THAT ROOM 
RESERVATIONS CAN BE ADJUSTED ACCORDINGLY. 

(B) THERE ARE NO MARINE GUARDS IN BOMBAY. WE HOPE ARRANGE- 
MENTS SIMILAR TO THAT A MADRAS WILL BE ACCEPTABLE FOR BOMBAY 
ALSO. IF NOT PLEASE ADVISE AS WE WILL HAVE TO OBTAIN MARINERS 
FOR BOMBAY DUTY. 
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3. RE NEW DELHI PORTION OF VISIT, WE WILL ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE 
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ALL CALLS IN ONE-HALF DAY, AS SUGGESTED PARA 1, REF (B). 

4. ALTHOUGH WE WILL NOT KNOW UNTIL WE CHEK WITH GOI, WE ASSUME 
THAT FINANCE MINISTER SUBRAMANIAM WILL PROBABLY WISH TO HOST 
A DINNER IN HONOR OF SECRETARY ON APRIL 16. SECRETARY COULD RE- 
TURN FAVOR BY HOSTING DINNER IN HONOR OF SUBRAMANIAM ON APRIL 
17. AMBASSADOR SAXBE OFFERS HIS RESIDENCE (ROOSEVELT HOUSE) 

FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

5. PROGRAM FOR REMAINDER OF TIME IN DELHI BEING WORKED OUT 
AND WILL BE SUBMITTED TO SECRETARY AT A LATER DATE. 

6. RE AGRA, WE ARE UNDERTAKING WORK OF OBTAINING GOI 
APPROVAL TO TAKE USAF PLANE TO AGRA ON WAY TO BOMBAY APRIL 18. 
WE ANTICIPATE NO PROBLEM. A 4-1/2 HOUR STOPOVER IN 

AGRA WILL ALLOW TIME FOR PARTY TO VISIT THE TAJ MAHAL AND AGRA 
FORT, BUT WILL RULE OUT FATEHPUR SIKRI. 

7. RE BOMBAY PORTION, OUR CONSULATE IS ARRANGING WITH INDO/ 
AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE DINNER AND SPEECH ON APRIL 18. 

WE BELIEVE A SPEECH ON THE WORLD ENERGY CRISIS WOULD BE 
RECEIVED WITH EXTREME INTEREST BY BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN 
BOMBAY. REMAINDER OF PROGRAM IN BOMBAY BEING WORKED UP BY 
CONGEN AND IS BEING SENT SEPTEL. 

8. MADRAS - WE AGREE THAT TOUR OF MADRAS PORT IS THE MOST 
SENSIBLE AND ACCESSIBLE IFI PROJECT IN MADRAS AREA. 

9. WE RECOMMEND THAT NIGHTS OF APRIL 19-20 BE SPENT AT TAJ 
COROMANDEL HOTEL. MADRAS. AFTER CHEKING INTO HOTEL SECRETARY 
SIMON AND WHOMEVER ZESE IN PARTY WISH TO ACCOMPANY HIM PRO- 
CEED DIRECTLY TO VISIT OF MADRAS PORT. REMAINDER OF SATURDAY 
WOULD BE FREE FOR SHOPPING AND SIGHTSEEING IN MADRAS. CONGEN 
WILL ASSIST. 

10. ON SUNDAY, APRIL 20, CONGEN WILL ARRANGE TWO PROGRAMS: (A) 
TRANSPORTATION DIRECTLY TO THE BEACH AT MAHABALIPURAM, ABOUT 
ONE TO ONE AND ONE-HALF HOURS FROM MADRAS FOR THOSE WHO WANT 
TO SPEND WHOLE DAY ON THE BEACH, AND (B) TOUR OF KANCHIPURAM 
AND MAHABALIPURAM MONUMENTS AND TEMPLES PRIOR TO SPENDING 
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REMAINDER OF DAY ON THE BEACH AT MAHABALIPURAM. ENTIRE 
PARTY WOULD RETURN TO TAJ COROMANDEL HOTEL IN MADRAS LATE 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 

1 1 . IN ACCORDANCE WITH REQUEST PARA 1 , REF (B), WE ARE 
SCHEDULING NO SOCIAL FUNCTIONS IN MADRAS. 

SAXBE 
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